
OLS 2017 
November 9th &10th 

INDEPENDENCE, KY  

Featuring nationally 
recognized speakers 
sharing their knowledge 
about topics that are of 
vital importance to todayôs 
fire service leaders. 

Presented by: 
 

 

Kenton County Fire 
Chiefs Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kenton County Office of 
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management 

 

 

SPONSORED BY: 

 

 



 

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM Registration & Breakfast  

 

8:30 AM - 8:45 AM Honor Guard, Invocation & Introductions 

 

8:45 AM - 9:00 AM Presentation of the Charlie Wietholter Award 

 

9:00 AM - Noon SUBURBAN MID-RISE AND WIDE-RISE FIREFIGHTING 

 Brian Kazmierzak, Chief of Training Penn Twp. Fire Department in  Mishawaka, IN.  

 

  

Noon - 1:00 PM LUNCH 

 Sponsored by  

 Summit Fire Apparatus  and 

 The Christ Hospital 

 

 

1:00 PM - 4:30 PM SUBURBAN MID-RISE AND WIDE-RISE FIREFIGHTING (Cont.) 

 Brian Kazmierzak, Chief of Training Penn Twp. Fire Department in Mishawaka, IN.  

SEMINAR LOCATION: 

STERLING EVENT CENTER 

4042 Turkeyfoot Road 

Erlanger, KY 41018 

The Ky. Assn. Of Fire Chiefs will conduct a regular meeting of their organization 

immediately following Thursdayôs presentation.  All attendees are invited to stay for 

the meeting and see how the association represents the fire service in the Kentucky. 

You do not have to be a member of the organization to sit in on the meeting. 

Thursday, Nov. 9th     8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

In Memory Of: 
Denis Bramblette 

 

Co-Founder Of OLS Kentucky & 
Responder Magazine 

Detailed Class Descriptions And Instructor Bios On Pages 5 & 6 

 
Morning Coffee and Break 

Refreshments  
Sponsored By: 



7:30 AM - 8:30 AM Registration & Breakfast 

 

8:30 AM - 12:00 MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS FOR  

 THE NEWLY-PROMOTED COMPANY OFFICERS 
 Bill Gustin, Captain Miami Dade Fire/Rescue 

 

 

12:00 - 1:00 PM LUNCH 

 Sponsored By  

 Provident Insurance - CJ Bens and 

 Vogelpohl Fire Equipment 

 

 

 

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS FOR  

 THE NEWLY-PROMOTED COMPANY OFFICERS 
 Bill Gustin, Captain Miami Dade Fire/Rescue 

 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM Closing Comments 

In Memory Of: 
Denis Bramblette 

 

Co-Founder Of OLS Kentucky & 
Responder Magazine 

Detailed Class Descriptions And Instructor Bios On Pages 4 & 5 

Friday, Nov. 10th     8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

SEMINAR LOCATION: 

STERLING EVENT CENTER 

4042 Turkeyfoot Road 

Erlanger, KY 41018 

Thanks in advance for your attendance and we are looking forward to seeing you next year!!! 
 

OLS KENTUCKY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

Morning Coffee and Break 
Refreshments  
Sponsored By: 



One Day = $60      Two Days = $100 
 

Registration fee includes: 
Coffee, donuts, & light breakfast (fruit, breakfast bars) 

Catered lunch 
Snacks and refreshments during breaks 

 

PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 28th 
(Late registrations and walk-ins will be charged a $20 late fee) 

 

TO REGISTER, GO TO THE KENTON COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS 
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE: 

www.kentoncountyfirechiefs.org 
 

From the menu on the left, click on ñOLSò then ñRegistrationò and 
follow the instructions.   

 

NOTICE:   NO CANCELLATION REFUNDS WILL BE 
ALLOWED AFTER OCTOBER 1

st
 

 
(YOU MAY SEND A REPLACEMENT, BUT NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN) 

 

PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD IS REQUIRED TO REGISTER!!! 
 

Note:  If special circumstances exist and payment by credit card is not possible, contact 
Nick Russell at Edgewood Fire & EMS (859) 341-2628 or OLS@kentoncountyfirechiefs.org ) 

SAVE THE DATE FOR 2018 
 
 

OLS Kentucky 2018 will be November 8th & 9th 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ! ! ! 

Check us out on Facebook 
Just search for Kentucky OLS 

mailto:OLS@kentoncountyfirechiefs.org


WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:  
 
  

Brian will guide us through the course that looks at 3 case studies at buildings such as ho-
tels, mid-rise apartments, and stores such as Target, Home Depot, Bed Bath & Beyond, etc. 
as well as mid-rise, big box firefighting tactics and command. This course uses simulations 
on realistic building with YOUR staffing levels and policies. This class is designed for the 
small to medium size fire departments. 
 
 
 

ARE YOU PREPARED WITH THIS TYPE OF FIRE!  

THURSDAY 
SUBURBAN MID-RISE & WIDE-RISE FIREFIGHTING  

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:  .Ǌƛŀƴ tΦ YŀȊƳƛŜǊȊŀƪΣ 9ChΣ /¢hΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ мффмΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ ƛǎ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tŜƴƴ ¢ǿǇΦ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǇǘΦ ƛƴ aƛǎƘŀǿŀƪŀΣ Lb ŀǎ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻƴ /-{ƘƛƊ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ IŜ 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ a!.!{ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ нлм ¢ŀŎǝŎŀƭ wŜǎŎǳŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ a!.!{ нлм 
¢w¢ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǎƛȄ ŬǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƛƴŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ 
ŀƴŘ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ CƛǊŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ LǾȅ ¢ŜŎƘ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŬǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 
ŦǊƻƳ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƛǊŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ CƛǊŜ 
hŶŎŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ нллсΣ ƛǎ ŀ /t{9 ŎǊŜŘŜƴǝŀƭŜŘ /ƘƛŜŦ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ hŶŎŜǊΦ  
IŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǿǿǿΦŬǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊŎƭƻǎŜŎŀƭƭǎΦŎƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ ƻǇŜǊŀπ
ǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŬǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ¢I9 {9/w9¢ [L{¢ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿǿǿΦaƻŘŜǊƴCƛǊŜ.ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΦŎƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ CƛǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊ /ƭƻǎŜ /ŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦[ C{wLΦ 
.Ǌƛŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллс CΦhΦhΦ[Φ{Φ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŀƴŀ Iŀƴƴƻƴ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ !ǿŀǊŘΣ 
ǘƘŜ нллу LƴŘƛŀƴŀ CƛǊŜ /ƘƛŜŦǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ hŶŎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ !ǿŀǊŘ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ нлмм CƛǊŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ κ 
L{C{L DŜƻǊƎŜ 5Φ tƻǎǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƛǊŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ C5L/Φ .Ǌƛŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎπ
ƛƴŀƭ .ƭǳŜ /ŀǊŘ IŀȊŀǊŘ ½ƻƴŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ /ƻǳǊǎŜ όǿǿǿΦōƭǳŜŎŀǊŘŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦŎƻƳύ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ 
.ƭǳŜ /ŀǊŘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
ƻŦ CƛǊŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ CƛǊŜ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ aƛŎƘƛŀƴŀ Chh[{ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ tŜŜǊ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŀƳ 
[ŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ CƛǊŜ !ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
ǿǿǿΦ¢ƘŜ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎhŶŎŜǊΦŎƻƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ς Y!½-CLw9 ς /ƻƴǎǳƭǝƴƎΣ {ƛƳǳƭŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L{C{L ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ [ŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦[ C{wL tt± wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ {ǘǳŘȅ tŀƴŜƭΦ  

HOTEL INFORMATION 
 

OLS Kentucky does not have a host hotel or any special rate arrangements, but there 
are many fine hotels in the area to choose from. We suggest you contact the hotel of 

your choice and ask if they have a special government rate available. 



FRIDAY 
MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS  

FOR NEWLY-PROMOTED COMPANY OFFICERS 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:   

Captain Gustin has 44 Years in the Fire Service, beginning as a paid 

on call firefighter in the Chicago area. Captain, Miami-Dade Fire'/

Rescue Dept. and a lead instructor in the department's Officer De-

velopment Program. I conduct officer development and firefighting 

tactics for fire departments throughout the US and Canada. Author 

and Editorial Advisory Board member for Fire Engineering Maga-

zine and FDIC Advisory Board Member. Miami-Dade College Fire 

Science Program faculty member who has instructed ship board fire-

fighting to crews of passenger, cargo and research vessels. Member Miami-Dade's Interna-

tional Urban Search and Rescue Team, participating in rescues of occupants of collapsed 

buildings as a result of earthquakes in the former Soviet Union and the Philippines. 

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:   
 

Provide the newly promoted company officer the leadership skills and confidence to manage 
his/her company responding to alarms, operating at roadway incidents, and when their com-
pany is first to arrive at fires in private and multiple dwellings, commercial occupancies and 
vacant and abandoned buildings. Participants will learn that as a newly-promoted company 
officer, they must accept the reality that they will not affect a wholesale change the culture 
of their fire department. 
One of the most challenging and stressful times in a firefighter's career is the transition from 
firefighter to company officer. When a fire officer retires a fire department loses years of 
practical experience. Many fire departments, including mine, are losing experienced officers 
at an alarming rate with an increase in retirements and replacing veterans with relatively in-
experienced people.  
 

ñI have devoted a large portion of my career to capturing and preserving the experience 
from veteran officers for future generations. This class combines the lessons learned from 
veterans with the lessons learned from line of duty death fires and mayday situations to give 
newly promoted company officers and firefighters who aspire to be company officers the 

knowledge to manage fire company operations safely and effectively ά 



GOLD SPONSORS: 
 

OLS-KY features many vendors who provide information and demonstrations of modern tools, apparatus and equip-
ment.  There will be many items available for attendees to see, feel, try out, and ask questions about.  We appreciate 
the support provided by our vendors and hope that you will also show your appreciation by spending some time with 
them.  The product information they provide will be a very valuable asset as you continually work to plan the future of 

your department. 

SILVER 
SPONSORS: 

BRONZE 
SPONSORS: 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

PLATINUM SPONSORS: 



HISTORY OF OLS KENTUCKY 
OLS (Officer Leadership Symposium) Kentucky started in 2003 as a cooperative effort between the Kenton County Fire 
Chiefs Association, Kenton County Homeland Security and Emergency Management and Responder Magazine to bring 
nationally recognized fire service educators to the Northern Kentucky area.  The primary focus was originally to address 
a major need for Administration and Leadership training for young fire officers without having to incur the large cost of 
sending them away to regional and/or national seminars.  Responder Magazineôs owners, Denis and Pam Bramblette, 
had recently started a similar venture in Tampa, Florida and wanted to broaden their reach. 
 
During the first few years, the contacts that Denis and Pam had through their magazine proved invaluable in bringing 
some of the most well-known fire service minds to our area.  Names like Charlie Dickinson, Dan Madrzykowski, Billy 
Goldfeder, and many others came in to share their wisdom and knowledge with us.  In those days, the Symposium con-
sisted of a weekend of 1 ï 2 hour presentations by about 8 ï 10 different people held at a local hotel. 
 
As OLS continued to grow and gain respect in the area, we were faced with some terrible news.  Denis Bramblette was 
diagnosed with cancer and, although he battled bravely for a few years, lost his fight with the disease in 2008.  But as 
they say in Hollywood, ñthe show must go onò!  The Fire Chiefs OLS planning committee took up where Denis left off 
and carried on the tradition of high-quality education for the fire service in our area.  As things continued to evolve and 
progress, the format was changed to a Thursday/Friday venue with fewer speakers giving longer presentations.  We also 
moved the Symposium from local hotels to the Edgewood Senior Center, allowing us to spend more money on speakers 
and less on the ancillary costs such as meals and room rental fees. Over the past few years attendance soared. In 2016 
OLS was moved to the Sterling Event Center in Independence, KY. 
 
These changes have had a noticeable impact on the quality of education at the OLS.  In the last few years we have been 
able to bring in some of the most respected fire service educators in the country.  Rich Gasaway, Bobby Halton, Mike 
Dugan, George Healy, Gary Ludwig, Tim Sendelbach, Bill Gustin, Dr. Larry Iverson, Mark Gregory and many others 
have shared their expertise with us recently and we plan on continuing that tradition.  If you have ever attended the OLS 
Kentucky, we hope that you enjoyed the experience and learned some valuable lessons.  If you havenôt been able to join 
us, we hope that you will find a way to take advantage of our ñdiamond in the roughò. 

 

 

WIETHOLTER DISTINGUISHED 
 SERVICE AWARD 

 

THIS AWARD RECOGNIZES THE UNSELFISH DEDI-
CATION AND DEVOTION TO THE FIRE AND EMER-
GENCY SERVICE PERFORMED BY AN INDIVIDUAL 
WHO HAS CONSISTANTLY DEMONSTRATED THE 
BEST IN PUBLIC SERVICE AS EXEMPLIFIED BY  
CHARLES J. WIETHHOLTER, FORMER ASSISTANT 
CHIEF, CITY OF COVINGTON FIRE DEPRTMENT,  

KENTUCKY 

RECEIPENTS 
 

2004 - Charlie Wietholter - Covington Fire Department 

2005 - Charlie Dickerson - U.S. Fire Administration 

2006 - Jack Scheben - Erlanger Fire/EMS 

2007 - Denis Bramblette - Responder Magazine 

2008 - Tim Koenig - Erlanger Fire/EMS 

2009 - Joe Messmer - Edgewood Fire/EMS 

2010 - Dan Hitzfield - Hebron Fire District 

2011 - Chuck Baird - Independence Fire District 

2012 - Ron Schneider - Central Campbell Fire District 

2013 - Bill Martin Erlanger and Hebron Fire Departments 

2014 - Todd Schulkers - Erlanger Fire/EMS 

 2015 - Bill Vogelpohl - Taylor Mill Fire/EMS 

2016 - R.G. Bidwell - Florence Fire/EMS 


